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No Clean, Well-lighted Place

Ernest Hemangway s Cuban house is falling apart. || BY SALVATORE DELUCA

The beloved Cuban residence of
Finca ".'l.gi.a_
sats an & halltop

Ernest Hemingway
ar Lookour Farm

-::-'l.'n.'rll'n:l-king the Caribbean Sea,
abour 12 miles east of Havana,
Since Femingway's death in 1961,
the dereroration of the howse has
been gradual but steady, thanks o
the curnulative effects of age, heat,
and humidity. Many locals fear the
demise of this lirerary landmark,

Finca ".-'l-l.:;in was builein the ke
19th cenmry. b lermimgway bought
the 15-acre property in 1939 fog
about 518,500 and spent the final
third of hig lite there. [n the room
where he wrote For Whom the Befl
Tolls and The O Mas @nd the Sea,
ermerald green mold covers the
walls and warer dreips onto the yel-
lovwe-tiled floor. Two braces |'|.||:-J
the plastered ceiling in place. In
addition o its significant liverary
holdings—including 2,000 of
Hemingway's letters and a basement full
of discarded drafis and manuscripts—the
property contains the author's 9,000-
book library, 3,000 photographs, game
|:r.|-|::-"||.=-:_ niites, b |'IH1F;hr1n!.; POSTEFS, AFL-
wiork, and erngimal furniture

The problem is. Finca Vigia's care-
rakers do not have the mcHEy needed to
preserve the site. In 2002, the Boston-
Based |:|I.':I.'IiI'I!_'|"¢'.'.i:.' Preservation Foun
dation came up with a plan to do just
thaar, at a cost of about £3 million, The
first phase of dhe plan—documenting all
the written material Hem NEway ledn in
the house—is nearing completion, Par
two would have dealt with aotaal
restoraton. Bur last somaner, the Ofice
of Foreign Assets Control ar the UL &
Treasury Deparement denied the foun-
dation a license that would have allowed
a financial donation to Finca Vigia
That's because of the 40-year-old rrade
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embargo against the Western Hemi-
sphere’s last communist natn

“The Bush administration needs mo
come 1o s senaes,” said Rep James P
MeGovern (D-Mass, ). a longuime advo.
cate of normalizng relations with Cuba
and the leader of the foundarion's Finca
Vigia Preservarion Project. "Policy
shouldn’t get in the way of protecring an
imyportant part of owur history”

The Treasury Department does not
comment on specific license applica-
tions, but spokeswoman Melly Miller-
wise said that the department, in gen-
eral, wants “to ensure thar licensing
does not permit activities that put dollars
into the hands of the Cagreo regime. ™
Treasury distinguishes between saving
Hemingaray's documents, a scholary
pursuit, and his house, an in rnn'u_-.-
EENCTATME TOUTST ACTFaCmon.

I've made the argument,” McGow-
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The U5 trade embanga against Cuba is preventing the Bosbon-based Hemingwary Freservation
Fourdaticn Trom donating moncy to Finca Vigla (aboe),

ern sxd, “that in addition I:|'I-|_'H_'||'|!_{'| ferm
iﬂg‘-’-'-'l:-"i hioasse, the p].lu.' i also a doc
urtiEnt. FHe wrote on the walls.”

The Hemingway Preservation Foun
chation now plans to reapply for a perma
and hopes the administration will be
e receptive this mme arcund. “Onees
word gets out that the building is in
jeopardy,” said Thomas D Herman, the
foundation's atterney, “and that the
Office of Foreign Assets Conrrol s the
principal impediment, people will rally
Lor suppart our cause.”

“Hemdsgway i a part aof our coun-
try. our culture. and our people
E-|ad'_-.'.n |{1||Jr|;_'|.|.|':.-:, a caretaker of the
house and an adviser ar Cuba's National
We've
cared for Finca Vigla for more than 40
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Ciounal of Cultaral ]h_*rlr.apu:

years, and we are going 1o continue
working. If the president of the LLS,
can help us, we welcome it
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